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Total value of the competitions in this edition is R11 000

December Cover Competition

Th ank you to Comet Aviation Supplies for the R1000 

gift voucher to be spent by the winner in the Comet 

Aviation store situated within the Knights Gate Industrial Park in 

Germiston close to Rand Airport.

Questions

1. At what venue did the Aero Club of South Africa awards dinner take place?

2.  Comet Aviation is the South African distributor of which popular Light 

 Sport Aircraft engine?

3.  At which National Airport is James Bain’s Alouette based?

Th is Month’s Cover Competition

Entries to be submitted to the following e-mail only: info@africanpilot.

co.za One entry per person please. Entries sent to other African Pilot 

e-mails will automatically be disqualifi ed.

October Cover Competition Winner

Congratulations to Andre Pieterse who has won a two-night stay for two 

people at Palala Boutique Game Lodge and Spa.

Picture of the Month 

Th is month’s winning entry can be viewed on page 18 & 19. Th is month’s 

winner will receive two nights for two people at the Aviator Hotel 

including breakfast.  Th e overall winner of this year’s competition will 

receive prizes to the value of up to R10 000.  By submitting a photograph, 

you grant African Pilot permission to publish the image in the monthly 

magazine as well as within our annual executive wall calendar.

Alouette II

Th e Alouette II helicopter owned and fl own by James Bain was 

photographed over Roodeplaat dam near Wonderboom National 

Airport. Athol took this picture from a Gazelle helicopter fl own by 

Anton van Willich using his Canon EOS 1 Mk4 camera fi tted with a 

28 to 105 image stabilised lens at a shutter speed of one fi fth of a second 

in order to obtain blade movement of the three helicopter blades. 

Competitions Cover
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Dear Editor,

We are trying to fi nd an old friend of ours named Reginald Asgill. He 

was chief pilot for our airline Inter Tropic Airlines (formerly Liberty 

Airlines) of Freetown, Sierra Leone, from 1995 to 1999.

Can you fi nd any information about him? He was my chief pilot 

in Sierra Leone. Liberty Airlines/Inter Tropic Airlines was our 

family owned commuter airline with two Bandierante twin turbo-prop 

airplanes based at Hastings Field and Lungi Airport in Sierra Leone 

before the rebels took over in 1999.

Any CAB records of his name? Anything at all about him in your 

archives? 

Th ank you for ANYTHING you may be able to tell me.

With regards,

Carol Wilkins

E-mail: kalola@ecclesia.org 

Dear Carol,

I did not know Reginald Asgill, but I sincerely hope that someone in 

African Pilot’s readership will be in a position to provide you with 

some information. For this reason, I have placed your e-mail address 

into the text.

Sincerely,

Athol 

Hi Athol, 

I don’t really want this to be about me, so here follows a short biography: 

I have worked in the transport industry my entire career. I have been 

fl ying for 20 years, but the last 10 only helicopters. I am somewhat of a 

Francophile and my hobby is to collect memorabilia relating to French 

helicopters. I research the history and service history of the various types, 

but predominately the Aerospatiale range. I also collect parts and with 

the help of Wynand Louw have managed to accumulate about 70% of 

another Alouette II in spares. 

These get tagged, marked and stored under unique part numbers 

in purpose made crates under the control of a formal locator 

system. I am very interested in the engineering and design of 

these machines, in many ways much more than the flying. I am a 

restorer at heart and have an interest in most things mechanical 

that have some sort of vintage to it. I live in Irene, Pretoria, but 

am at my happiest in Johan Lok’s parts’ store at Wonderboom 

airport where I am surrounded by my hobby. 

I believe that we as ‘owners’ of these vintage aircraft don’t ever really 

own them, but are merely aff orded a stewardship for a while. I take 

this seriously and try to continuously do something for the hobby 

as opposed to just solving a specifi c problem that I might have at a 

given point of time. I try and create depth in our skills, experience 

and parts back-up in order to off er a little support to the Alouette 

fraternity from my side. 

It is a huge compliment that more and more people are starting to ask my 

opinion regarding various maintenance and other matters surrounding 

the Alouette II.  I will continue to collect Alouette spares and recondition 

where necessary, now that my project has been completed. You can’t do 

everything in aviation and I am more than happy to fl y the Alouette II 

for the rest of my days. 

Th e biggest lesson I learnt from this project was that one must know 

when to stop. I believe that I went too far in that I attempted to 

achieve perfection with every single part. 

It is virtually impossible to do this with an aircraft and I would 

lower my expectation slightly if I had to do another. It becomes an 

obsession that fuels itself and inevitably leads to disappointment.

Regards,

James Bain

Dear James,

When you initially approached me to undertake the cover story of your 

beautiful Alouette II in this edition, I was not sure what to expect. 

However, when you pulled back the covers to reveal the work of art you 

have built, I was taken aback at the sheer perfection of every aspect of 

this machine. That was when I made an instant decision to cover this 

story and undertake the photography from the lovely Gazelle helicopter 

that is owned and was flown by your good friend Anton von Weillich. 

You must be truly proud of your hard and sometimes frustrating work to 

prepare this amazing machine for fl ight again. From my perspective, I feel 

that your Alouette II is probably the fi nest example of its kind anywhere 

in the world today.

Regards,

Athol.
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Airlines’ Association of Southern Africa 
(AASA) annual assembly 2017 at the 

Wild Coast Sun
By Athol Franz

Th e theme of the Airlines’ Association of Southern Africa’s (AASA) annual assembly held at the 
Wild Coast Sun hotel in the Eastern Cape this year was ‘Building human capital for African Airlines – 

developing our most precious resource – our people.’ 

Staged over three days from Th ursday 12 to Saturday 14 October 

the conference drew nearly 300 delegates from all walks of aviation 

life. Th e Friday conference was very well organised with excellent 

speakers who spoke mostly on the conference subject. 

Some highlights from keynote speakers addresses:

Paul Steele (senior vice president, member and external relations 

and corporate secretary of IATA) spoke about the sustainability and 

growth potential of African airlines, but that the overall picture on 

the African continent is not healthy because this year it is estimated 

that the airline industry will lose US$0.1 billion. Although there 

were no hull losses of IATA registered airlines during the period 

under review the overall African accident rate is still greater than the 

remainder of the world.

Professor Nawal Taneja (Ohio state university, USA) spoke about 

the international perspective of building human capital and taking 

on board new technology. Customers are changing their behaviour 

and these changes often vary from country to country around the 

world. Customers are looking for solutions to their mobility and 

connectivity. Airlines are fi nding more competition from outside the 

industry which is monitoring sales and distribution of each individual. 

He spoke about ‘platform based business’ and gave the example of 

UBER, which is a US$ 60 billion business that does not own a single 

vehicle. He elaborated about new forms of transportation and gave 

examples of electric aircraft, supersonic airliners and driverless cars 

in the future. He posed the question that: “if technology takes over 

where will the human capital go?” 

Ms. Refi lwe Ledwaba (Executive director of Southern Africa 

Women in Aviation). Refi lwe spoke about the signifi cant strides, the 

organisation she founded, that has taken over the past two years in 

promoting the development of women in aviation, especially young 

women who are still at school.  

Ms. Th abi Leoka (Argon Asset Management) spoke on the subject 

entitled ‘current economics and its impact on human capital.’ She 

asked four questions: 

• What are the main issues when dealing with human capital? 

• How do airlines deal with new and emerging technology?

• How do airlines compete for qualifi ed staff ?

• How do airlines compete on a regional and global basis? 

Perhaps the most signifi cant address was that of AASA’s CEO 

Chris Zweigenthal 

“Airlines in the region will face a potentially crippling shortage 

of skills and failure to hit employee transformation targets if 

governments do not fi x basic and tertiary education. Airlines and 

the entire aerospace industry are dependent on a pipeline of young, 

appropriately educated talent who they can prepare, with bridging 

training, for careers in the sector.  However, poor science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics learning; especially at schools in 

Part of the group that attened the Annual General Assembly

p


